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owner of the field gives a party at this time to bring himself luck.
Soon the rice becomes green and new shoots appear, but then the
rice requires the utmost care; it must be properly weeded and
should have plenty of water. Offerings (sayut sanva genep) are
made to protect the tender plants from caterpillars, and again,
after forty-two days, more offerings (dedinan) are made to cele-
brate its feast day. In about three months the grain makes its
appearance; then the rice is said to be pregnant, and just as
women with child long for sour foods, the offerings made then
include sour fruits, as well as eggs and flowers. A stylized figure
of a woman (t/ili), made of palm-leaf, provided for this occasion
with male sex organs, is presented with the following speech re-
peated three times: " Pst, pst, look at the woman with testicles
(Psu, psu, d/ero, m'baleh loh mabutoh] " Somehow this is sup-
posed to help with the pregnancy of the rice. The three-month
feast day is celebrated with another feast called mebid/uJcung.
By this time the grain has spread all over the field, and the water
is drained off so that the rice may ripen quickly.

The menace of birds and mice then makes its appearance. To
scare the birds away, the whole sawa is covered by an intricate
network of strings hung with palm-leaves and all sorts of dangling
objects (cloth barred), set in motion by a single rope operated
by a boy who watches the field constantly from a high platform
built for the purpose. Life-size scarecrows are erected, but soon
the birds become familiar with them and will not be frightened
away. Then watchmen circulate among the fields beating bam-
boo drums and cracking loud bamboo slapsticks. Should the
sawa become infested with mice, a campaign is conducted against
them; large numbers are caught and killed, but a pair is set aside
and later released to atone for the killings. Then a ceremonial
cremation in miniature disposes of the dead ones. Should it
happen that rice is stolen, the sawa-owner takes food to the rice-
field and leaves it there, saying: " Whoever stole my rice, let him
return and be content with this food. I ask that my rice may
multiply so that I shall get mine back."